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ACB-BCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
JUNE 06, 2018 

 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
I was appointed president in January 2018 to serve the remainder of the term vacated by Al 
Gardner who resigned in order to run for City Councillor for District 6. 
 
I am formally announcing that upon the completion of my term of office, I will step down from 
the presidency and not run for another term. The workload as currently structured is simply not 
compatible with my lifestyle and changing personal and family priorities.  
 
In any case, an association such as ours benefits from new players and ideas. Ideally, there should 
be some annual turnover among the officers and directors that constitute the Executive 
Committee in order to ensure continued vitality and relevance.  
 
Active participation by as many members as possible is also a must. We identified and prioritized 
a number of key issues earlier this year, but while having achieved some of the objectives that 
we established, others were not met for lack of time and involvement. Based on my experience 
as president, I would strongly recommend that the members and most notably the Executive 
Committee concentrate on a limited number of issues. 
 
I would also recommend that the next president continue to maintain close ties with the Mayor 
and Council to ensure that the ACB-BCA remain a positive force for change in the community. 
That does not mean that the association should shy away from monitoring and, when needed, 
criticizing certain policies and decisions, but its overall goal should be to help build a better place 
in which to live and do business. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2018 
 
In an effort to reach out to the community and promote good relationships with its key players, 
we did the following. 
 

• We invited speakers to our regular meeting, notably: 
 

o Dominique Godin, Councillor for District 1 and Chair of the Culture and Leisure 
Advisory Committee. 
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o Robert Mercuri, Councillor for District 3 and Chair of the Demolition Committee. 
o  Kim Bridgett, President of the Beaconsfield Newcomers Club. 
o Tammy Weinstein who did a presentation on Lyme Disease and the shortcomings 

of our medical system in dealing with it.  

• Rick Jones and I met with Minister Geoffrey Kelley in January asking for an update on the 
Batshaw project, seeking his support for changes to the governance rules of the Montreal 
Agglomeration Council specifically in relation to taxation issues and requesting his 
financial support for ACB-BCA. 

• I met with Mayor George's Bourelle prior to every City Council meeting. 
 
ISSUES COVERED IN 2018 
 

1. Emergency planning.  This was identified as the number one priority by the members. 
Consequently, a subcommittee was formed to look into and prepare a credible and well 
documented report on the issue. The ultimate purpose was to begin a conversation with 
city authorities regarding the latter’s role in and ability to respond to a catastrophic event. 
With tank cars and trucks transporting highly toxic, explosive and potentially lethal 
chemicals and petroleum and derivative products through our backyards, our community 
could face an event similar or even worse than what occurred in Lac Mégantic. 

 
2. Parking in RTM lots and along Elm Avenue. I met with Councillor David Newell and Andre 

Gervais to 

• investigate security issues related to commuter train passenger parking along Elm 
Avenue,  

• propose that the existing north side parking lot be paved,  

• enquire into the possible use of the adjoining undeveloped/unused RTM parking lot,  

• advertise the parking facilities at Montrose Park in the Contact,  

• look into developing the two empty RTM lots on Woodland, south of Beaurepaire, as 
additional parking facilities, and 

• investigate the use of traffic sensors to trigger light changes at the Woodland 
Interchange. 
 

3. Traffic and train noise on the north side of Beaconsfield. Highway 20 is no longer your 
grandfather’s urban boulevard. With the elimination of traffic lights, the construction of 
viaducts and the growth of off-island communities, vehicular traffic has increased 
dramatically producing noise for the homes lining the highway. 
 
At the same time, a considerable amount of noise has been generated by 3-km long trains 
rolling at 60 mph and Via Rail passenger trains going at a 90-mph clip. With the completion 
of the expansion of the Contrecoeur port terminal, train traffic will further increase, creating 
still more inconvenience for the residents of Beaconsfield.  
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And, noise will not be the only source of inconvenience. One has to wonder whether the 
Woodland Interchange will remain open, thus leaving St. Charles the only way for residents 
to move north and south in their divided community. 
 
While we have identified some of the factors involved, it will remain for ACB-BCA members 
to further address these issues with municipal, provincial and federal partners and assist in 
developing a vision of what Beaconsfield should look like in the future. 
 

4. Taxes. This has been the ACB-BCA’s signature issue from the outset and once again in 2018, 
we produced an analysis comparing Beaconsfield’s taxes with those of neighbouring cities. 
I wish to thank Rick Jones for his excellent work. 

 
5. Municipal patrol. While this issue was identified as a priority, it will be up to a new 

Executive Committee to investigate it further.   
 
6. The Woodland Interchange. This was addressed under items 2 and 3 above. 

 
7.  The future of the Lord Reading Yacht Club. The matter was discussed with the Mayor who 

recently announced that Council was looking into a variety of solutions and that they would 
be presented to the public during an open consultation. 

 
8. The management of municipal contracts. The methodology of the City of Beaconsfield's 

contract management was looked into by ACB-BCA members and experts. It was compared 
to that used in other municipalities. The Beaconsfield practice was found to be an effective 
role model. 

 
9. A sound wall on Beaconsfield’s south side. This contentious issue was debated on 

numerous occasions. It would appear that little can be done until the joint Beaconsfield-
MTQ study will be completed in approximately two years. 
 

10. Use of social media. This was investigated in order to determine if there would not be more 
effective ways of reaching out to the members. It was ultimately decided that we would 
continue to use email and the ACB-BCA website as the principal communication tools.  
 

11. Break-ins and Neighbourhood Watch. A rash of break-ins created a lot of concern among 
Beaconsfield residents. The ACB-BCA kept tabs on recent events and shared information 
with its members whenever possible. I met with Commandant Martin Bernier of PDQ-1 on 
the matter and participated in Officer Jean-Pierre Lévis’ presentation at the Herb Linder 
Annex. Officer Lévis recommend the use of Neighbourhood Watch as a deterrent to further 
break-ins. 
 

12. Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers. Having investigated in considerable depth the noise and air 
pollution generated by gas-powered leaf blowers, I presented my findings to the members 
attending the May 2, 2018 ACB-BCA meeting. They in turn approved a resolution stating 
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that the use of such tools be banned during the summer months. This recommendation was 
forwarded to the Mayor and Council. 
 

13. The future of mass transportation in the West Island. With the advent of the REM, we can 
expect that public transportation as we currently know it will undergo major change. Bus 
lines will be redrawn and even the good old Hudson-Montreal train service will change, 
perhaps even be eliminated. We did not work on this issue to any great extent because we 
are still in early days, but it is something that will merit further monitoring.   

 
14. The sale of Cannabis. The subject was explored and debated because of citizen concern. 

Considering that legalization and distribution of the product will be decided at a higher 
level, no further work was done. 

 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who supported me as I carried out the duties of president. 
These individuals include not only ACB-BCA members, but the Mayor and Council and members 
of the city’s administrative staff. It has been a pleasure working on your behalf and I wish you 
well in the future. 
 
 
Lucien Descheneaux, President 


