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Lord Reading/Centennial Park Reimagining SPACE project study : Why move the library? 

Dear Mr. Bourelle, 

Earlier this year, you invited the citizens of Beaconsfield to Public Consultations and Creative 

Workshops for the Revitalization of Centennial Park and the Lord Reading property. 

The BCA-ACB thanks you and the city council and in particular councillor Robert Mercury for 

having given all citizens the opportunity to provide their thoughts at the early planning stage of 

the project.  

The Council’s vision for the site development, which guided the Committee throughout its work, 

was defined as: 

“Develop a project to revitalize Centennial Park and the Lord Reading property with the  

collaboration of Beaconsfield residents that combines culture, leisure and nature.” 

The study was to develop a plan to integrate the Lord Reading/Centennial Hall waterfront 

spaces along Lake Saint-Louis while preserving a quality environment.  

The BCA-ACB supports these laudable objectives.  

Many of our BCA/ACP executives and members actively participated into these consultation 

meetings. 

A surprise conclusion 

On June 14, 2019, a report summarizing the results of the five public meetings in the 

Reimagining SPACE consulting process concludes the library should be moved and incorporated 

into the new proposed facility.   
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This conclusion is a huge surprise to everyone who attended these meetings. While the idea of 

moving the library was presented on the posters shown on the walls at the first meeting, a 

consensus of the citizens attending the meetings was that the library should remain where it is! 

We informally discussed this further this summer with many Beaconsfield citizens. We found 

very few who supported such a move:  

• The general opinion was that by moving the extra non-library activities and exhibitions from 

the present library it would  bring back it’s original purpose of providing a silent library 

environment; 

• Some suggested that the waterfront is not a good place for a library;  

• Some suggested that too many parking spaces would have to be added to a new library 

taking away from the Park Environment; 

• Many proposed that some minor refreshment of the present facility would be at a fraction 

of the cost of moving it to a new environment;  

• Others mentionned that a library in the 2020’s is not what it used to be. Today, when we 

want to do a research, we Google it. The role of a library in the 2020’s has yet to be 

redefined if it is not already doomed in its present format.  

• Most citizens we talked to do not understand why we should move a relatively well 

functioning library and even less so why we should spend huge amouts of money Into 

creating a completely new library. 

In conclusion, we do support the vision and main objectives of this project. But we strongly 

disagree with the idea and related high costs that would be incurred by moving the library.  

The BCA-ACB does NOT consider the moving of the library to the Reimagine / Centennial Park 

project as a priority and a fiscally prudent undertaking for the city of Beaconsfield. 

We urge you to reconsider the conclusion cited in the IMAGINE Summary Report which was not 

the same as the participating citizen’s opinion. 

At a bare minimum we respectfully suggest that any cost studies to be undertaken and or planning 

for the proposed multifunctional facility would provide options with and without the library 

allowing for a better-informed decision-making process. 

 Thanking you in advance for taking the concerns raised into consideration, we remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Karl-Heinz Legler, 

President, ACB-BCA 

 

Cc : Beaconsfield City Council 

Cc: BCA-ACB Executive Committee 


